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Current State Nuclear Waste Storage

Waste Management 2017

• Commercial Waste ~75,000 
Metric Tons Heavy Metal (MTHM)

• DOE Managed Waste (from 
defense and research): ~12,000 
MTHM of High-Level Waste (after 
treatment) ~2,450 MTHM of 
defense, research, and commercial 
origin spent fuel
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Disposal R&D

 Provide a sound 
technical basis for 
multiple viable disposal 
options in the US

 Increase confidence in 
the robustness of 
generic disposal 
concepts

 Develop the science and 
engineering tools 
needed to support 
disposal concept 
implementation

 Leverage international 
collaborations

Mined repositories in 
clay/shale

Mined 
repositories in 
salt

Mined repositories in 
crystalline rock

Deep 
boreholes

in crystalline 
rock

Waste Management 2017
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Waste Management System
What it Could Look Like
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