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Gulf Coast Connect 
The Opportunity 

A complete solution to a problem that has defied solution 
for over 55 years 
Provide basis for Continued Storage 

Provide Basis for Reinstatement of fee 

Mitigate damage claims 

Supportive Federal, State and local officials 
Economically efficient solution 
 Transport SNF one time for interim storage and potential final disposition 

Retain flexibility to accommodate future policy choices 
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Gulf Coast Connect 
Why Now? 

United States is running out of options 
Continued Storage Rule 
New NRC rule will be challenged 

• DC Circuit unsympathetic to vague statements about government’s plan to 
dispose of waste 

• Our plan will include final disposition option 
No Continued Storage Rule—no new reactors 

• A dead end for the US nuclear industry 

Waste Fee Litigation 
Zero fee puts pressure on federal budget 

Remaining reactors will eventually pay more 

Damage Suits 
$50 billion in utility claims 

No meritorious defenses 
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Gulf Coast Connect 
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~ 9,500 MTHM in  
dry storage (as of 5/14/07) 

~ 3,800 MTHM from 
14 shutdown reactors 

Current Inventory:  
~ 62,700 MTHM from 

118 reactors (as of 12/08) 

Current pool capacity  
~ 61,000 MTHM** 

Nuclear Waste  
Policy Act of 1982 

SNF—A Growing Issue 



Gulf Coast Connect 
No Place for SNF to Go 

No disposal site 
No recycling 
No fast reactors 
Spent fuel pools filling up 
No consolidated interim storage 
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Gulf Coast Connect 
The Opportunity 

A complete solution to a problem that has defied solution 
for over 55 years 
Provide basis for Continued Storage 

Provide Basis for Reinstatement of fee 

Mitigate damage claims 

Supportive Federal, State and local officials 
Economically efficient solution 
 Transport SNF one time for interim storage and final disposition 

Retain flexibility to accommodate future policy choices 
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Gulf Coast Connect 
Our Project—Milestones  

Since 2007: 
State signed letter of intent to make state owned land 
available for consolidated interim storage 

Loving County approved hosting concept 

Joe Barton taking the lead, other members and Senators on 
board 

TCEQ issued report calling for consolidated storage 

Texas House Speaker issued interim charge directing study 

Governor Perry issued letter recommending action 

Substantial Project Development Activity 
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Gulf Coast Connect 
Texas Letter of Intent 
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Gulf Coast Connect 
Western Texas—Potential Sites 

Facts— 
Near WIPP, URENCO, 
WCS 

Shares WIPP geology 

Sparse population 

Pantex, Los Alamos, 
Sandia nearby 

 

9 



Gulf Coast Connect 
A Relationship With a Future 
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Gulf Coast Connect 

Scenarios 
(153,000 MT) 

Cost Range* 
(Billions $2009) 

 

Mean Cost 
(Billions 
$2009) 

Yucca Mountain 
(disposal) 

$91-$117 $103 

Centralized Storage 
(disposal) 

$23-$81 $47 

On-site Storage 
(disposal) 

$70-$147 $101 

On-Site 
(500 years-no disposal) 

$84-$275 $139 

*Source: GAO, adjusted for default costs 
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Centralized Storage Best Option  



Gulf Coast Connect 
Our Proposal: 

Consolidate interim storage of all SNF on lands owned by the 
State of Texas 
Establish a public/private partnership to manage the facility 
Performance based contracts 

Public transparency and accountability 

Public safety, security and cost-based standards 
Assure long-term, consistent funding to meet requirements 
Enforceable contracts with the federal government for design, 

construction, and operation 
Defined pathway to final disposition 
Clear, upfront authority to take steps required for disposition, subject 

to NRC oversight 

Retain flexibility to change course in response to science, public 
consensus and changing needs 
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Gulf Coast Connect 
Project Plan 
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Gulf Coast Connect 
Sources of Funds 
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Gulf Coast Connect 
Uses of Funds through NTP 
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Gulf Coast Connect 
Project Risk Mitigation 

Risk Mitigation 
Delay in appropriation Raise private funds to provide 

reserve 
Delay in lease Begin on private lands 
Delay in DOE contract Direct contracts with dead 

plant society members 
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Gulf Coast Connect 
The Opportunity 

A complete solution to a problem that has defied solution 
for over 55 years 
Provide basis for Continued Storage 

Provide Basis for Reinstatement of fee 

Mitigate damage claims 

Supportive Federal, State and local officials 
Economically efficient solution 
 Transport SNF one time for interim storage and potential final disposition 

Retain flexibility to accommodate future policy choices 
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Gulf Coast Connect 
Our Project—Milestones  

Since 2007: 
State signed letter of intent to make state owned land 
available for consolidated interim storage 

Loving County approved hosting concept 

Joe Barton taking the lead, other members and Senators on 
board 

TCEQ issued report calling for consolidated storage 

Texas House Speaker issued interim charge directing study 

Governor Perry issued letter recommending action 

Substantial Project Development 
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