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Objective 

• Provide a brief overview of approaches for Records, Knowledge 
and Memory as applied for near-surface disposal 
– Regulatory Framework 
– Centralized oversight and commitment to controls 
– Preserving memory and knowledge 
– Consideration of unplanned lapse of controls 
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Regulatory Framework (Disposal) 
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• DOE near-surface disposal is conducted in 
accordance with DOE requirements and may also be 
overseen by a State and/or the US EPA 

• DOE Order 458.1, Radiation Protection of the Public 
and the Environment – includes dose standards and 
requirements for release of facilities (no time limit) 

• DOE Order 435.1, Radioactive Waste Management – 
includes requirements for development and 
operation of LLW disposal facilities 

• CERCLA and RCRA Subtitle C can be involved for 
disposal of waste from remediation activities 

• Closed facilities are transferred to DOE – Office of 
Legacy Management  



Department of Energy – Office of Legacy Management (DOE-LM) 



Institutional Controls 
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Example Policies Implementation 



Memory and Knowledge 
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• DOE-LM provides oversight for closed disposal facilities as part of its overall 
responsibilities 

• Active public outreach at DOE sites 
• Commitments for active institutional controls as long as site cannot be released 
• Visitor Center 
• Deed restrictions 
• … 



Although highly unlikely, for the purposes of a 
performance assessment, institutional controls 
are generally assumed to lapse after 100 years  

Longer-term credit can be taken with proper 
justification, but this is unusual 

Inadvertent intrusion is assumed to be a 
possibility immediately after lapse in 
institutional controls 

Measures can be employed to delay or 
preclude the impacts of some inadvertent 
intrusion scenarios 

 

 

Practical Considerations for Disposal Facilities 

Waste 



DOE has a robust system for long-term 
control of disposal facilities, including 
external regulation for some facilities 

DOE-LM provides centralized oversight 
of closed disposal facilities as part of 
responsibilities for numerous legacy 
sites 

Institutional controls are required to be 
maintained until site can be released  

Assessments are conducted with the 
assumption that there will be a lapse in 
controls at 100 years (longer times can 
be justified) 

 

Summary 
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For further information, please contact: 
Roger Seitz 
Savannah River National Laboratory 
Roger.Seitz@srnl.doe.gov 

Questions 
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