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Siting studies 1977-2009
”Geology and society”
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Study areas
1977–1985

Regional studies
1990s

Feasibility studies
1993–2002

Site investigations
2002–2009
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Early experiences: protests against drilling were 
common at the study sites

Almunge 1985
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Early SKB conclusions

• Crystalline bedrock suitable 
for a repository could 
probably be found in most 
parts of Sweden

• Local acceptance is a 
prerequisite for siting. The 
process must thus be based on 
voluntarism.
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Feasibility studies of 
voluntary municipalities 
during 1993–2000

Storuman

Malå

Storuman

Älvkarleby

Tierp
Östhammar

Nyköping

Hultsfred

Oskarshamn

Nuclear facilities
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Information to nearby residents 1995-2009
About 250 households within 10 km from the site

Candidate area

Close-by residents

Nearby residents

Municipality boundary
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Meetings with nearby 
residents on a regular basis

”Hundred neighbours attended the SKB 
information meeting – few are worried” 
UNT 2007-09-09
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A two-day bus-tour to SKB 
facilities at Oskarshamn is 
offered to everyone in the 
Östhammar municipality  

In total, more than 3200 persons 
(20% of total population above 18 
years) have made this tour

Äspö laboratoryClab – interim storage of spent 
nuclear fuel

Canister laboratory
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Lagerbladet – popular information - four editions 
per year – distributed to all households in the 
municipality
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Against (%) For (%) 

27 65

20 71

20 71

19 73

18 77

16 77

15 79

The poll 2009 
was taken in 

April and May, 
i.e. before 

SKB announced 
its site selection 

on June 3

Steady increase in favour of a repository at 
Forsmark – significant decrease against
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3rd of June 2009 - SKB selects Forsmark for 
the repository for spent nuclear fuel

Photomontage of a repository for spent nuclear 
fuel at Forsmark

Main reason for 
selection of 
Forsmark:

Considerable better 
conditions for long 
term safety of a 
repository 

CNE  April 2010



CNE  April 2010

Front page of two newspapers the day after the 
selection of Forsmark was announced

Headline: “More stable bedrock 
gave Forsmark the final 
repository”

Headline: “Deputy Major 
crying (of joy) after the 
site was announced”



Why has SKB so far been successful in achieving 
acceptance in the Östhammar municipality

• Östhammar was the third feasibility study. SKB had experience with 
extensive public communication and put much more effort into 
communicating with locals.

• The positive experience from the establishment of the Forsmark nuclear 
power plant also provides an interest for locating a final repository in the 
municipality. 

• Employees from the NPP have previous knowledge regarding handling of 
radioactive materials and contributed to the local information.

• More than ten years of information has provided the time needed to have 
discussions in small and informal meetings with several thousand local 
people.

• SKB communication officers have not changed. They have over the years 
built an informal network and are well respected.


