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35 Years of WIPP



















3 MAIN REASONS A BUSINESS IS SUCCESSFUL

� Location, Location, Location

3 MAIN REASONS A NUCLEAR WASTE FACILITY 

IS SUCCESSFUL

� Safe-Site, Safe-Site, Safe-Site
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Accomplishments – 2010

Safety

� More than 5 million 
hours worked without a 
lost time injury

� Recertified at the Star 
level in DOE’s Voluntary 
Protection Program 
(maintained since 1994)

� Lowest injury rate in 
WIPP history set last 10 
consecutive years













SUCCESSES AT WIPP

� Cleaned up 21 Sites

� Accelerated WIPP Mission by 10 Years

� Saved DOE over $3 Billion Dollars

� 13 Million Miles of Loaded Waste Transport

� DOE’s Best Supporter

� Changed NIMBY Mindset

� DOE’s Most Successful Project





ROCKY FLATS

1989 2006
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BENEFITS FROM WIPP

� City has $850k Budget for Economic 

Development

� $1 Billion Spent on Construction of WIPP

� 1,000 Workers During Construction

� $300 Million for State Highways

� 10 Years of Funding from DOE Waiting to Get 

Open



BENEFITS FROM WIPP

� $100 Million for Highways and Bypasses in 

Carlsbad Area

� $200 Million per Year for Operations Each Year 

for 30 Years

� 2 National Labs – 120 Jobs

� 1,000 people Employed at Site for Past 20 

Years

� $100 Million for Infrastructure and Special 

Projects for City



BENEFITS FROM WIPP

� $32 Million Carlsbad Environmental Monitoring 
Center

�WIPP Records Center Established

� Center of Excellence

� EPD TRU-pac Manufacturing Center – 110 obs

� Location of LES Enrichment Facility in SE NM

� Carlsbad Sports Complex

� Carlsbad Field Office Established



7 POSITIVE POINTS FOR NUCLEAR POWER

�Middle East Crisis

� Oil Reached $70 per Barrel

� Global Warming/Climate Change

� One of the Wheels at Yucca Mountain Needs to 
Come off

� Fire on an Oil Rig in Gulf of Mexico

� Fukushima Disaster

� Appointment of Blue Ribbon Commission







What else can Carlsbad do for 

the Nuclear Industry?

The Sky’s the Limit

www.NuclearFuelCycleSummit.org


